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The Bible and Disability: A Commentary (BDC) is the first comprehensive commentary on the Bible

from the perspective of disability.Ã‚Â TheÃ‚Â BDC examines how the Bible constructs or reflects

human wholeness, impairment,Ã‚Â and disability in all their expressions. Biblical texts do envision

the ideal body, but they also present visions of the body that deviate from this ideal,

whetherÃ‚Â physically or through cognitive impairmentsÃ‚Â or mental illness. The BDC engages

the full range of these depictions of body and mind, exploring their meaning through close readings

and comparative analysis.Ã‚Â The BDC enshrines the distinctive interpretive imagination required

toÃ‚Â span the worlds of biblical studies and disability studies. Each of

theÃ‚Â fourteenÃ‚Â contributorsÃ‚Â has worked atÃ‚Â this intersection; and through their

combined expertise,Ã‚Â the very best of both biblical studies and disability studies culminates in

detailed textual work of description, interpretation, and application to provide a synthetic and

synoptic whole.Ã‚Â The result is a close reading of the Bible that gives long-overdue attention

toÃ‚Â the fullnessÃ‚Â of human identityÃ‚Â narrated in the Scriptures.
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"Scholarship that employs a disability studies lens to interpret the Bible is vigorous and increasingly

important today. The editors of The Bible and DisabilityÃ¢â‚¬â€¢Sarah Melcher, Mikeal Parsons,

and Amos YongÃ¢â‚¬â€¢have themselves been important contributors to recent research on

embodiment and disability in Scripture and theology. For this project, they have gathered an



impressive team of scholars to join them in probing a wide range of biblical texts from the

perspective of disability. This commentary consolidates much of the wisdom on offer in recent

disability studies approaches to the Bible. It will offer an especially helpful resource for

readersÃ¢â‚¬â€¢whether temporarily able-bodied or notÃ¢â‚¬â€¢who are not yet familiar with this

way of engaging Scripture. This is a welcome addition to my library."Ã¢â‚¬â€¢John Carroll, Harriet

Robertson Fitts Memorial Professor of New Testament, Union Presbyterian Seminary"Our society

has been slow to acknowledge and take up responsibility for the wellbeing of disabled persons

among us. We have been slower still in grasping the urgent theological dimensions of the issue of

disability. For these reasons this book is a most welcome one. This impressive roster of contributors

breaks new ground in exploring the interface of biblical testimony and the reality of disability and in

seeing in the biblical text the inescapable reality of disability. For many readers, this collection of

fine essays will constitute a steep learning curve for seeing what we had not seen in the text, and

thinking what we had not thought as a result of new seeing. The writers and editors are to be

congratulated on this impressive and instructive study."Ã¢â‚¬â€¢Walter Brueggemann, William

Marcellus McPheeters Professor of Old Testament Emeritus, Columbia Theological Seminary"The

Bible and Disability: A Commentary offers groundbreaking work in linking two distinct areas of

scholarship: biblical studies and disability studies. The authors read the Bible's narratives, oracles,

and letters while asking how the categories of 'temporarily abled,' 'ill,' 'possessed,' and others are

framed in Scripture. Their overriding question is: what counts for 'normal' human experience in the

Bible? Anyone interested in the fields of biblical studies and disability studies will need to engage

with this volume."Ã¢â‚¬â€¢Kathryn Greene-McCreight, author of Darkness Is My Only Companion:

A Christian Response to Mental Illness

Sarah J. Melcher is Professor Emeritus of Hebrew Scriptures at Xavier University.Mikeal C. Parsons

is Professor and Macon Chair of Religion at Baylor University.Amos Yong is Professor of Theology

& Mission at Fuller Theological Seminary.
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